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This summer has been filled with excitement for ABC and the Merit Shop:

In May, Governor Greitens signed SB 182 into law, prohibiting government entities 
from requiring contractors to enter into wasteful and discriminatory project 
labor agreements (PLAs) as a condition of performing work on publicly-funded 
construction projects. 

In June, a week after President Trump signed an Executive Order to modernize 
apprenticeship programs, ABC members from across the country traveled to 
Washington, DC to meet with our elected officials to discuss the importance of career 
and technical education, as well as other topics critical to the Merit Shop construction 
industry. Our members had an opportunity to hear from Vice President Pence and 
meet with members of the Missouri and Kansas Congressional delegations.

In July, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Labor, Alexander Acosta, joined 
ABC's National Craft Champions at the field of the Washington National's 4th of 
July baseball game. The Champions were recognized for their accomplishments at 
the competition and helped to highlight Merit Shop training programs from across  
the country.

As we head into the fall, we intend to continue to build on the momentum from our 
summer events. With successful golf tournaments in Kansas City and St. Louis and 
a Developers Summit Breakfast in Kansas City, we've helped ensure members have 
an opportunity to connect through the busy summer months. Keep an eye out for 
information on our Fall Fishing Tournament and Sporting Clay Tournaments, as well 
as our fall training calendar.

Please email whitney@abcksmo.org or visit abcksmo.org for more
information or to register for any event.

The Merit Shop Reporter newsletter is published quarterly for all members of ABC Heart of America. Its purpose is to inform, recognize 
and educate readers by providing information relating to Missouri and Kansas Merit Shop construction. Readers are encouraged to 
submit article ideas to: Editor, Merit Shop Reporter c/o Whitney Butler, whitney@abcksmo.org. 

Thursday,
August 17

Friday,
October 13 & 20

Friday – Saturday,
September 15 – 16

Tuesday,
September 12

Wednesday,
October 18

Fishing Tournament
7 AM – 3 PM
Truman Lake

Excellence in Construction 
Project Submission Deadline

Sporting Clay Tournament
2 PM
Powder Creek
Lenexa, KS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
After Hours at Nabholz 
Construction 
5 – 7 PM
Olathe, KS

Tuesday – Wednesday,
August 29 – 30

OSHA 10 Hour
3:30 PM Each Day 
ABC Workforce Training Institute
Kansas City, MO

The 7 Habits for Managers: 
Essential Skills & Tools for 
Leading Teams
ABC Workforce Training Institute
Kansas City, MO

Thursday – Friday,
September 7 – 8

The 7 Habits for Managers: 
Essential Skills & Tools for 
Leading Teams
Eastern Missouri Training Facility 
Fenton, MO

BUILDING PEOPLE.  BUILDING COMMUNITIES.
 BUILDING CAREERS.  BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS.
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1627 Sublette
St. Louis, MO 63110
(314) 647-4066
www.amfelectric.com
tim1@amfelectric.com

INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL
   Design/Build
   Power
   Voice & Data
   Fiber Optics
   Solar

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
   Full Service Wireless Infrastructure
   Raw Land
   Roof Top

RESIDENTIAL

“Customer Satisfaction Safely Delivered”
More than a mere slogan for over 30 years   

 

 
 
 
 

Mechanical Insulation 

Scaffold erection 

Industrial cleaning 

Industrial Maintenance 

Confined Space Rescue 

Visit us at www.hthcompanies.com 
239 Rock Industrial Blvd. Suite 108 / Union, MO 63084 

Phone:  (636) 583-8698 / Fax:  (636)583-5971 
 

President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order on Thursday, June 15, to substantially increase the number of 
U.S. apprenticeships by doubling the amount of government spending on apprenticeship programs. The money 
will come from existing Department of Labor (DOL) job-training funds.

President Trump’s order directs the DOL to consider proposing rules to promote apprenticeships by third parties, 
including trade and industry groups, companies and non-profit organizations. Further, the order calls for the 
creation of a DOL Task Force on Apprenticeship Expansion to identify ways to promote apprenticeships and 
develop strategies for encouraging private-sector involvement.

With the construction industry currently facing a workforce shortage of as many as 500,000 jobs, this order is an 
important first step to allow more entryways into becoming a construction professional.     

ABC and its 70 chapters are doing their part to train construction professionals using state-of-the-art and flexible 
learning models like “earn while you learn,” just-in-time task training, competency-based progression, work-based 
learning and government-registered apprenticeships to build a safe, skilled and productive workforce.

In addition to an annual investment of $1.1 billion into work-based training by ABC member companies, ABC local 
chapters and affiliated training centers offer more than 800 apprenticeship, craft, safety and management training 
programs around the country, including Department of Labor-approved apprenticeship programs. 

President Trump’s Apprenticeship Expansion  
Helps All Americans Build America

EXCELLENCE IN
CONSTRUCTION

AWARDS

EIC
AWARD

WINNER
2017

BANQUET
2017

ARROWHEAD STADIUM
November 3, 2017

EXCELLENCE IN CONSTRUCTION AWARDS 
PROJECT SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

SEPTEMBER 12

SAVE THE DATE!

Visit www.abcksmo.org/eic for submission requirements and details.
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ABC members from across the country flocked to Washington, DC 
the week of June 19 to meet with our elected officials, share with 
them insights on the importance of career and technical education 
and discuss ways we can work together to close the skilled trades 
gap. Vice President Mike Pence also addressed ABC members during 
the conference and graduates from ABC training programs had an 
opportunity to meet with Secretary of Labor Alexander Acosta and 
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos.

Legislative Conference

The delegation enjoyed meeting with Senator Blunt.

Vice President Pence addresses ABC members. ABC members meeting with Congressman Jason Smith.

ABC members with Congressman Blaine Leutkemeyer

ABC members and President meeting with Representative Yoder.

Kelly Waymon discussing Workforce Training 
with Congressman Lacy Clay Several attendees are second generation ABC members. 

Firmly believing that you have to “Get into politics or get out 
of business” they are continuing a tradition started by their 
fathers of making the annual trek to Washington DC. 

Tim Paulson and JoLynne Bartolotta with Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler.

The group from ABC HOA enjoyed a tour 
of the capitol.

5 6

This year, in addition to visiting with Congressmen and 
Senators on the Hill, ABC Heart of America hosted a 
reception for the Congressional Delegations of both 
Missouri and Kansas to have an opportunity to connect 
in a more casual setting. With a dozen members in 
attendance, ABC HOA was well represented.
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The summer heat is on, so OSHA is reminding employers 
and workers about heat illness hazards and to take 
the necessary precautions when working outdoors. 
Those steps include gradually increasing shift lengths 
so workers can adapt to hot environments, providing 
frequent water breaks, allowing ample time to rest, 
and providing shade.

OSHA’s Heat Safety Campaign website (osha.gov/heat) 
raises awareness of heat illness and its prevention and 
offers links to educational and training resources. It 
also links to a free smartphone app that allows users to 
calculate the heat index for their location and provides 
reminders about what to do to prevent heat illness. 
Employers and safety professionals are encouraged 
to use the website to share examples of how they are 
keeping workers safe in the heat. Stories can be emailed 
to HeatSafetyTips@dol.gov for possible inclusion on the 
site and in a future issue of OSHA QuickTakes. Heat tips 
and photos also can be shared on Twitter using the 
hashtags #WaterRestShade and #ProTips.

OSHA QuickTakes – July 3, 2017 · Volume 16, Issue 13

Summer’s Here and the 
Time is Right for  
“Water, Rest and Shade”

308 West Elm Street 
Olathe, Kansas 66061 

 
Phone:  913-825-2537 

Fax: 913-825-9861 
Mobile: 913-660-8618 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
Dusty Brown 
dbrown@EAmidwest.com 

FOR ALL YOUR WIRING NEEDS! 

www.lockton.com/construction

2
4

/
7

 3
6

0
O

LOCKTON THE CONSTRUCTION EXPERTS

FOCUSED  ON CLIENTS. 

DEDICATED TO RESULTS.

Insurance / Risk Management / Employee Benefits / Surety

To learn more, contact us at 816.960.9000

Congratulations to our 2017 ABC Apprenticeship Training Program Graduates! The Kansas City graduates were 
honored on May 17 at Drexel Hall in KC. The Eastern Missouri graduates were honored on June 15 at our Eastern 
Missouri Training Facility in Fenton. We were honored to celebrate their culmination of hard work, dedication 
and perseverance. We are so proud of each of them and their accomplishments and can’t wait to see where their 
careers in the construction industry take them.

Apprenticeship Graduation

Fall 2017
Apprenticeship Training

NOW ENROLLING

U.S. Department of Labor Approved for Prevailing Wage & Davis Bacon Projects

ELECTRICAL CARPENTRY PLUMBING PIPEFITTING

Our 2017 Eastern Missouri Apprenticeship Graduates! Our 2017 Kansas City Apprenticeship Graduates!
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR YOUR SUCCESS
EMERYSAPP.COM

MEMBERS IN ACTION

Developers Summit

Kansas City Golf Tournament

Eastern Missouri Golf Tournament

May 8, 2017

June 9, 2017

June 28, 2017

IN SERVING 
KANSAS &
MISSOURI

WWW.NABHOLZ.COM

A PROUD
SUPPORTER OF

ABC HEART
OF AMERICA
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OSHA to Delay Enforcing 
Crystalline Silica Standard in the 
Construction Industry
The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) announced a delay in enforcement of the 
crystalline silica standard that applies to the construction industry 
to conduct additional outreach and provide educational materials 
and guidance for employers on April 6, 2017.

The agency has determined that additional guidance is necessary 
due to the unique nature of the requirements in the construction 
standard. Originally scheduled to begin June 23, 2017, enforcement 
will now begin September 23, 2017.

OSHA expects employers in the construction industry to continue to 
take steps to either come into compliance with the new permissible 
exposure limit, or to implement specific dust controls for certain 
operations as provided in Table 1 of the standard. Construction 
employers should also continue to prepare to implement the 
standard’s other requirements, including exposure assessment, 
medical surveillance and employee training.

Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, employers 
are responsible for providing safe and healthful workplaces for their 
employees. OSHA’s role is to ensure these conditions for America’s 
working men and women by setting and enforcing standards, and 
providing training, education and assistance. For more information, 
visit www.osha.gov.

COMPANY CONTACT PHONE WEBSITE EMAIL

New ABC Members
April – July 2017

Beacon Contracting, LLC

Cissell Mueller Construction, Inc.

Complete Construction Service

Cornerstone Contracting Company

Dave Meyer, LLC

Herc Rentals

Mize Houser & Company, P.A.

New Frontier Technologies

Don Bishop

Duane Mueller

Chad Spoor

Tim Capps

Dave Meyer

Mike Martinez

Jason J. Sullivan

Derrick Elsner

816.524.4230

636.970.0330

913.387.4796

636.667.3831

816.985.3089

816.221.7788

913.451.1882

913.815.6750

beaconcontracting.com

builtbycm.com

ccsconstructionservice.com

cstone-masonryrepair.com

meyer-companies.com

hercrentals.com

mizehouser.com

newfrontiertech.com

dbishop@beaconcontracting.com

Duane.Mueller@BuiltbyCM.com

Chad@ccsconstructionservice.com

cstone@yhti.net

dmeyer@meyer-companies.com

ignacio.martinez@hercrentals.com

jsullivan@mizehouser.com

delsner@newfrontiertech.com

 
 
 
 
 

KARSTENINCORPORATED                                          

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERICAL - INSTITUTIONAL - MULTI-FAMILY
  
PH: 636-532-6999 FAX: 636-532-3962
148-A Chesterfield Industrial Blvd.
Chesterfield, Missouri 63005

 
 

148-A Chesterfield Industrial Blvd. 
Chesterfield, Missouri 63005
PH: 636-532-6999  
FAX: 636-532-3962

www.crossland.com

Kansas   I   Missouri   I   Arkansas   I   Oklahoma   I   Colorado   I   Texas

REAL BUILDERS.
Honored to Build our 

Communities & Proud 
Supporter of ABC Heart of 

America Chapter

BOULEVARD BREWING CO. VISITOR CENTER - KANSAS CITY, MO
Winner of the 2016 Excellence in Construction Award
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justbecandid.com

A strategically 
creative marketing 

powerhouse with an 
industrious spirit.

phone: 816.292.7010 
fax: 816.292.7050 
sruprecht@brlawkc.com

G. Steven Ruprecht / Attorney  
2323 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1100 
Kansas City, MO 64108 
brlawkc.com

Phone:  
Fax:      
Email:   

10258 W. 87th St.
Overland Park, KS 66212

DAVID BERTUGLIA
President

913-341-5444
913-341-6677
Dave@graylinginc.com

AT ABC, WE BELIEVE IN BUILDING PEOPLE 
THROUGH THE MERIT SHOP PHILOSOPHY:  

THAT PROJECTS AND PERSONAL ADVANCEMENT 
SHOULD BE AWARDED BASED ON  

PERFORMANCE, SKILL, AND ACHIEVEMENT.

Like us Facebook

Follow us on Twitter @abc_hoa

/abcksmo
Fluctuating costs, work stoppages, job financing, 

taxes … we know your industry, and what it takes 

to anticipate and solve the unique issues you face 

every day. With MarksNelson on your team, you  

can build and grow with confidence.

 From Design
 to Project  
      Completion

(Without the Worry.)

Nominations for Board and Committee Positions

Craft Championships – Save the Date

After Hours Hosted by Nabholz Construction

Each year, ABC Heart of America’s Nominating Committee, comprised of current and past 
leaders, works to identify future leaders for our organization. As a member-run organization, it 
is vital to our ongoing success that members engage in our committees and Boards to set the 
direction and achieve the goals of the organization. 

To nominate for a board position, please email michele@abcksmo.org for an application.

To nominate for a committee chair position, please email whitney@abcksmo.org.

Mark your calendars and join us at the Heritage Center for the next ABC Heart of America After Hours 
hosted by Nabholz Construction. Enjoy networking with fellow construction industry professionals. 
Drinks and appetizers are on us! 

Friday, December 1, 2017 • 8 AM – 5 PM
54 Country in Fulton, MO

Thursday, August 17 • 5 – 7 PM  
Heritage Center, 1200 E Kansas City Rd, Olathe, KS 66061

More information coming soon. Please email whitney@abcksmo.org with any questions.

Free for ABC members and invited guests only.


